St. Joseph Parish Force, PA Bringing Eucharistic Life to Bennetts Valley since 1872

"Jesus said to his disciples: 'l tell you, unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and

Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.'"
Mt 5:20

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi




ST. JOSEPH PARISH

FORCE, PA

Parish Stewardship

Weekly collection 02/08/26 ..................... $2,975.00
Weekly budget . ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiian, $3,425.00
Difference .........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinernnnns $450.00

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. JOSEPH CHURCH!

POPE’S INTENTION FOR FEBRUARY
For Children with Incurable Diseases

Let us pray that children suffering from incurable
diseases and their families receive the necessary
medical care and support, never losing strength
and hope.

Pray the Rosary everyday to obtain peace for the
world. Join us at St. Joseph Church each Tuesday
at6 p.m.

Baptismal Training Sessions 2026

February 24 6:30 pm  St. Mark, Emporium 814-486-0569
March 21 10:00 am  Sacred Heart 814-781-1019

Faith Formation: There will be a MANDATORY Safe
Environment training for our students and teachers on
February 22nd during class. CAPSEA will be conducting
the presentation. Training is mandated, annually, by the
Diocese of Erie. Please plan on having your child attend
this very important class on this day.

Safe Environment Training —The Diocese of Erie
requires all diocesan, parish, Catholic school, and agency
personnel and volunteers to complete the Diocesan
“Creating a Safe Environment” training before working with
minors. The Diocese also mandates all parishes and
Catholic schools to provide age appropriate training and
education on safe environments/personal safety for all
children. In addition, parishes and Catholic schools are
required to share the Diocesan provided information
regarding child abuse and safe environments to all parents
and/or guardians of minors in their parishes/schools.

We will start serving our fish dinners on Ash Wednesday,
February 18th, and every Friday during Lent, from NOON
until 6:30 pm (or until sold out). Fish or Shrimp dinners will
cost $16. Pastor’s Platter will cost $19.
Come and enjoy a delicious dinner! See the
insert in this weekend’s bulletin.

CSA Commitment Weekend is this weekend.

(Feb. 14/15) You may have already received your
personal invitation in the mail recently. Every CSA
donation above our 2026 assessment of $30,986.00 brings
us closer to being able to complete our own parish project
of repairing and improving the area in the front of the
Church. We want to make it a more level area, which
would make it a safer place to walk and easier access in
the event of a funeral. Please give as generously as you
can! Pledge envelopes can be dropped in the collection
basket, mailed, or brought into the office. Thank you!

40 Days For Life Campaign Feb. 18 thru March 29.
40 Days is an International, twice a year campaign of
fasting, praying, and community outreach.
Sponsored by Elk County Right To Life.

Our New Social Hall

| begin my message by first saying that | am
very grateful to our Lord for all of the prayers and work
that has been put into reconstructing our beautiful social
hall this past year! It was such a joy for myself and all
of us who participated in coming to our Valentine
blessing, fellowship and food last Saturday evening
and Sunday morning! We enjoyed the delicious food
from Shannon’s Catering, Scotty’s Donuts, and DD’s
Bakery. Thank you, thank you to all of you who
attended our celebration.

We are all looking forward to our wonderful
Lenten fish dinners that will be starting this Wednesday,
Ash Wednesday, February 18th. And they will continue
each Friday, up to and including Good Friday. We
especially look forward to the fellowship, meeting new
people from out of town, and the wonderful welcoming
spirit of our workers, as well as our delicious food. |
want all of us, together, to thank our people from our
parish who work long hours doing many preparations
days before the dinners begin and each week
thereafter. | thank all of the parishioners, and their
families and friends, who support our dinners by coming
to join us in the social hall from NOON to 6:30 pm each
Friday, and those of you who come and get a take out
dinner! | am also so very grateful that we will start
having funeral dinners in our social hall.

In conclusion, | want to thank Daghir
Construction and their expertise in restoring our social
hall into a more practical and beautiful parish hall,
where we can have public dinners, parish events, and
community happenings here again, in a new
atmosphere. | say thank you, thank you to all of our
building and grounds committee members and to those
who work constantly from behind the scenes to make
our social hall and parish a loving, welcoming
community.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, for bringing the people
into our lives, who together, make this world a better
place! Thank you for all of the people who worked long
hours in restoring our social hall! Bless them Lord, and
all of us, who work together and enjoy all of the
functions we will have in our new social hall! Protect
this social hall with Your Divine Presence. May all who
come through these doors always feel and know that
they are welcomed by Your Love! Amen!

God Bless,
Father Mark



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 15, 2026

we Celebrate, We Listen, We Pray

Date Intention Requested by Celebration Scriptures
Monday, February 16, 2026 Jas 1: 1-11
8:30 a.m. Mass chhael Z_ambamm daughter Rita and family Weekday Mk 8: 11-13 (335)
th anniversary
Presidents’ Day
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 Jas 1:12-18
8:30 a.m. Mass Maryanne (Secco) Swisher cousin-Rita Weekday Mk 8: 14-21 (336)
1st anniversary The Seven Holy Founders of the
Servite Order
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 J12:12-18
9:00 a.m. Mass Living & Deceased Members 2 Cor 5:20-6: 2
of St. Joseph Church Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18 (219)
ASH WEDNESDAY
7:00 p.m. Mass Veronica Brown Donald & Nancy
Chiappelli
ASH WEDNESDAY
Thursday, February 19, 2026 Dt 30: 15-20
8:30 a.m. Mass Lk 9: 22-25 (220)
Lena Volpe David & Cynthia Thursday after Ash Wednesday
Rearick
Friday, February 20, 2026 Is 58: 1-9a
8:30 a.m. Mass Mike Chiodo Family Friday after Ash Wednesday Mt9:14-15 (221)
birthday
Saturday, February 21, 2026 Is 58: 9b-14
No a.m. Mass Saturday after Ash Wednesday | Lk 5:27-32 (222)
Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
Saturday, February 21, 2026
¢ > - . (see below)
5:30 p.m. Mass Living & Deceased Members Vigil %ffliresrftSunday
of St. Joseph Church
Sunday, February 22, 2026 Gn2:7-9,3:1-7
9:15 a.m. Mass Rom 5:12-19 or 5: 12, 17-19
Connie Otteni John & Becky Bricen FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT Mt 4: 1-11 (22)
St. Joseph Church
Ph. 814-787-4151
Rev. Mark J. Mastrian ..o Pastor

Domestic Administrator: Miriam Pane
Finance Council Moderator: Leon Calliari

Parish Secretary: Barb Allegretto  Faith Formation : Emily Luchini
Pastoral Council President: Bryan Chiappelli

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 9a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm Sunday: 9:15 am Holy Days: 9:00 am & 7:00 pm Daily: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8:30 am No Mass on Wednesday

Why We Receive Ashes

We receive ashes on Ash Wednesday, with the Sign of the Cross on our forehead, to remind us
that we are dust from the earth; that we will pass from this life someday, and our bodies will return to
the earth. Hopefully, our soul will live on throughout eternity with God. It is also a reminder that we are
to let go and rid ourselves of the sins and distractions that get in the way of our relationship with God.
We do this by repenting of our sins and asking God for forgiveness. This especially happens in the
Sacrament of Confession.

Lent is the season of opportunity for personal and spiritual renewal by means of acts of prayer,
fasting, and almsgiving.




Straub Insurance
Agency
201 John Street

St. Marys, PA 15857
834-2490

Ralph M. Geer Funeral Home

| Tve Generations cSeruz'ny lhe Dennells Ua/fey Area |

Joseph M. Nedza F.D. / Owner
(814) 637-5401
www.nedzafamilyfuneralhomes.com

12045 Bennetts Valley Hwy.
POBOX 6
Penfield, PA 15849

Valley Farm Market
18211 B::r:‘ettetsz ?Ig’lley Hwy m:“-@

Weedville, PA 15868
(814) 787-8911

KORB MONUMENTS

COMPLETE MONUMENT SERVICES
SINCE 1901

Visit our large display & production plant in downtown DuBois

1-800-752-1601

www.korbmonuments.com

i

Gasoline, Kerosene, and Diesel
Large Assortment of Deli, T-shirts, Ice Cream,
Groceries, and Model Trains

PA* 892857

PA POWER WASHING

Residential & Industrial
Call or Text: Ryan Wehler

N 814-594-5756

Fully Insured-Free Estimates

°sMPp

PHARMACY 8 HOME MEOICAL

Medical Equipment & Supplies

1-800-876-3442
SMPRX.com

| SAvE MonEy, LivE COMFORTABLY |
"|. h L) * FURNACES
é SINCE 4

i « HEAT PUMPS
EMERGENCY.
1978 =

- WATER HEATERS
SERVICE

CALLIARI, MEHOLICK & Co.
CERTIFIE[) PuBLIc
ACCOUNTANTS

TEeLE: (814) 371-7499

*WOOD & COAL STOVES
* AIR CONDITIONING
* DUCT CLEANING

482 Beechtree Rd,, Falls Creek, PA

| 814-371-4885 |

Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

ROSE’S
HlLLTOP Paily Specials
DINER siasse-4492

24716 Bennetts Valley Hwy., Weedville

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

Providing Personal, Friendly
Funeral Services Since 1996

Pavosed 2&

Funeral Home & Crematorium,

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Inc.

211 South Main St., Dubois

814-371-2040

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

[ AD'” Authorized

[ Provider SafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Nichol Stanley

nstanley@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x9422

SIMARYSIVHONEMUIGHRSIMORE) | %5, Residential &

Now at 133 Locust Rd - St. Marys, PA s Commercial

Wood Pallets - Bag Rock Salt - Cut/Split Firewood Z\ g /ﬂ Services
g

HARD & SOFT COAL - CAR PORTS
CUSTOM BUILT SHEDS
IDeliveny/Availablell{Conveyon
(814) 781-8334

.Pr  Free Estimates
814-389-2344

Justin Gradl, Owner

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT 3t s
ORGANIZATION NEED
ANEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

ey

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

ot. Joseph Church

PARISHIONER INFORMATION

All practicing Catholics living in the Bennetts Valley Area who consider themselves members of St. Joseph Parish should be registered in the parish. All registered
members of St. Joseph receive envelopes and receive periodic parish mailings. St. Joseph Parish is a Sacrificial Giving Parish, committed to serving the Lord with
God-given time, talents and treasures. All registered members should be using their envelopes regularly. Parish membership is required to be a sponsor, to be married
in the parish, to have a child baptized or to be registered in our Faith Formation program. Please call the church office to arrange a meeting to register in our parish.

®

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

14-1197



